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baba78 [ Subject: Rolex GMT Master - History, genesis....Review. (ZiMar June 27 - 23:54
Organizer

The GMT Master from Rolex (translated sites, docs, books...).

Birth:
Rene-Paul Jeanneret was one of the most important executives at Rolex in the Fifties and Sixties. Its title was that
Registered voter it: Mar 26,  of director of the public relations, but it was much more, it was implied in many the activities of Rolex like

2006 . . i ) .
Messages: 957 the invention of new watches, although its name does not appear on any the patents of this period. Jeanneret was
';(?\C,arl:;zt;ﬁg:hy:_ere ortouls  4n active sportsman in many fields, like the ski and the diving.

With beginning of the year 50 he proposed the concept of the watches known as tools. A watch specifically
designed for the practice of a sport or an activity individual. The results of this concept appeared on the Rolex
stand in 1954 in Basle, in three forms: to explore for “the sportsmen”, Submariner for L * be plunger” and Turn-

O-Graph for “the business men”.

The watches proved all to be great successes and thus it was not a surprise when largest airline company of

the world, the PAN-AM (one also speaks about Alitalia for Europe), wanted a watch which would make it possible
their pilots to check time in two places different from the sphere. Jeanneret was thus to contact to work out

this model, as well as the Captain Frederick Libby (pilot veteran of the second world war), Jeanneret proposed
the idea of a watch with an additional needle carrying out a rotation of dial of 24 hours and directional

glasses identified by these same 24 hours. The watch, in itself was a typical product Rolex, it was a base 6202
“Turn-O-Graph” with different glasses and the movement 1030 normally adapted to Turn-O-Graph on which

an additional turbine wheel for the 24 hour and a disc of day of the month was added. Thus was born 6542, the
first GMT Master.

Genesis:

The modifications made to Cal.1030 mentioned above, allowed this new whole and exclusive gauge to obtain
the certification COSC and taken as reference: 1065.

The external aspect of the watch was very resembling Turn-O-Graph and in Submariner, it was thin and
without “shoulder” protective of the crown.

The GMT (Greenwich Mean Time), was also the first Rolex model to be integrated, to inaugurate the magnifying

glass of the day of the month, the cyclops.
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These first models GMT (ref. 6542) are immediately identifiable by their bakelite glasses. These glasses were
besides the first element modified in 1956, leaving room to steel glasses (the glasses bakelite contained a

dangerous quantity of Radium).
The cosmetic charm lost some, but the medical side, resistance to external UV and another elements were improved.

Because of the growth of the PAN-AM, in particular of the fleet of Boeing 707, the majority of the watches leaving
to Rolex were bought at once by the PAN-AM, it was by rare aboard plane, only the pilot, the copilot or the
navigator carries a GMT. For this reason, Juan Tripe, the chairman requires at Rolex to manufacture a

hundred watches which to be quite different from the others are equipped with white dials, they are often reserved
to the senior executives of the company, therefore on the ground (this point is a great mystery, since

several theories try to show that these famous “White Dial” never existed).

The new model, the 1675, proved to be a model quite born and succeeded, unlike Submariner, the 1675 did

not evolve/move during almost 25 years. It had the “shoulders”, the dial is printed color “money”, rather than

the color slightly “gilded champagne” on the 6542, and the dial, mentions “Superlative Chronometer

Officially Certified to him”, instead of “Officially Certified Chronometer” as on the 6542. New the GMT is actuated

by the new gauge 1565 “Microphone-Stella”, this new gauge was capable of an exactitude much larger.

Rolex, at the beginning perceived the GMT “only” like a watch of airline pilot. The booklet of the Sixties the
included for this reason instructions for the pilots in the way of using the watch like compass of help, “in the

northern hemisphere needle GMT can also be employed like compass.

“Direct simply the needle of hour towards the sun and automatically the red needle of the 24:00 will indicate

North...I In the southern hemisphere it indicates... the South”

With the introduction of travel long mail, the GMT progressively will leave the only wrist of the pilots, much of
people travelled now between the countries and naturally between the time zones. For these new

international travellers the GMT was the answer to their wish, however that gone to be the use by these people
which will become the impulse for the next changes of the GMT. The fact was that the people having the means

of travelling by plane in years 50/60 was enough rich to have the means of offering a watch out of gold and thus
in answer to this request, Rolex started to make gold models. The philosophy of Rolex design was of always to
make a progressive improvement of an existing product, rather than to change the watch completely. The

first modification, in 1976 was the device of stop second, then, seven or eight years after the device of fast change
of date arrived. The two devices are interesting fact they were designed to facilitate the use of the watch and

its perceived quality. At the end of the Eighties the 1675 were replaced by two new models, 1a16700 which was out
of steel and had hooping of the luminous indices in white gold. The other, the 16710, employs new gauge

3085, making it possible to move needle "GMT” ahead or towards the back by carrying out one hour precise
jumps. The news Master Il was available in all the metal combinations, while the 16700 was only available out

of steel.

Evolutions:

6542:

Initiating reference of this model.

It is mainly recognizable with its crown without shoulders and with its counter dates with the red even figures.
This model evolved/moved under the same reference, they are explained below:

it first model had the mention of sealing, registered in red. It was equipped with the movement 1036 and
GMT switches it was fine and red. To note, that the needles and the inscriptions were of gilded color champagne (gilt).
it second evolution, it, was identical, only the inscription of the sealing disappeared.

It Third evolution, had the same distinctions as the first, setting with share which the cyclops disappeared.
The movement, is to him one 1065.

it fourth evolution saw its glasses bakelite changed against one into steel. The needle of the seconds became
white and the movement was then one 1066. The cyclops remakes its appearance.

- An ultimate evolution, marketed at the same time as the 1675, had a dial with white markings, railroad
included/understood and a date written in black. Instead of SWISS with 6:00, it is mentioned Swiss T<25.
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The 1675:

it models sees appearing shoulders of protection of the crown, the latter are known as pointed, from their form.
The movement is then one 1565. The needle of the seconds is again gilded.

it second evolution, was the increase in the triangle of needle GMT.

it third evolution, it, establishes white and either gilded markings of the dial, put aside the railroad which
remains gilded. As for the day of the month, it is posted now only in black on white zone.

it fourth evolution, it, is characterized by markings, including the railroad in white. The movement evolves/moves,
it acts of the 1575.

it fifth evolution is recognizable with the shoulders of crown henceforth square and either pointed. The dial

also changes, the railroad is replaced by a graduation not connected. As for the needles, they all are now
chromium-plated metal.

it sixth evolution is very light has to notice. The graduation of the dial has just “sticks” longer all the 5mins. The

1675 see appearing in 1970 the very black glasses.

16750:

it models is in any point identical cosmétiquement to the last evolution of the 1675. Only the movement
changes, they are now the 3075.

The 16750 can have 2 types of tallying > painted or ringed Index.

Glasses are plexi for the 1st series then Saphir.

16700:
it models is identical cosmétiquement to the 16750. Only the directional glasses are slightly modified. On the
other hand, side dial, the ringed indices make their appearances as well as the needles in white gold. Glass

sapphire also makes are appearance and the movement is the 3175.

16760:
it is identical to the 16700, only the movement is modified, they are the 3085 and glass is in plexi. Mention

GMT Master Il appears on the dial. The 16760 sees appearing the black and red glasses.

16710:
it is identical to the 16760. Only glass sapphire differentiates them.
NOTE: It is the GMT which introduced the cyclops at Rolex.

One prefers speech of the time which makes rather than time which passes.

Last edition by the Sea June 28 - 0:03, published 1 time
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Special series:

6542:

“PAN-AM *

Based on one 6542, it is different by a white dial. He thinks that models itself was a special ordering of the

) i chairman of the company, which wished a model differentiating the executives on the ground from the
Registered voter it: Mar 26,

2006 sailing personnel, the pilots more exactly. This model is certainly one of most enigmatic, a true legend, since it
Messages: 957 . . ) ) )

Localization: There or Louis  was difficult until really proving its existence today.

X1V had his hut.
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The 1675:

“Royal Navy *

Based on one 1675, fifth evolution, equipped with the movement 1575, it is different mainly by “T” encircled on
the dial.
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The 1675:

“Blue Glasses "

Based on one 1675, fifth evolution, equipped with the movement 1575, it is different mainly by the entirely
blue glasses. | am unaware of the source of this characteristic. Special order? Special series? Equipment of
armed forces (One speaks about Italy, Peru and the Emirates). Always it is that it was authenticated by Rolex.

http://babelfish.yahoo.com/translate_url?doit=done&tt=url&intl=1&fr=b...ontres.forumactif.com%z2F...evue-t7810.htm&Ip=fr_en&btnTrUrl=Translate (5 of 53) [7/15/2008 10:00:07 PM]




Translation result for http://forumamontres.forumactif.com/...evue-t7810.htm

The 1675:

“Fuerza Aerea Del Peru *

Based on one 1675, fifth evolution, equipped with the movement 1575, it is different mainly by the bottom
engraved “Fuerza Aerea Del Peru” in arc of circle and its entirely black or entirely blue glasses

(Rolex authentification).
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The 1675:

“"U.AE"

Based on one 1675, fifth evolution, equipped with the movement 1575, it is different mainly by the logo from
the United Arab Emirates on its dial. This model also existed with specific glasses, entirely blue, approved by
Rolex (see the bulletin of revision).

16700:
“Chuck Yeager "

Based on one 16700, it is different by the red writing on the dial mentioning the name from the héro. 2
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engraved bottom were available in 50 specimens each one.

- One says “Glamorous Glennis”, small name of Beautiful X-1 of the records and the F-15 having been used
to commemorate the event.

- The other says X-1.

Its GMT were exclusively sold in the stores "The Real Mc Coy' S” (manufacturer of wind-breaker aviator). 2
glasses were available, black and red and black.

O

16710:

“Chuck Yeager “

Based on one 16710, it is different by the red writing on the dial mentioning the name from the héro. 1
only engraved bottom were available in 100 specimens.

Its GMT were exclusively sold in the stores “"The Real Mc Coy" S” (manufacturer of wind-breaker aviator).
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The legend:
The history and the birth of the GMT are bent wings... since the GMT had predilections for the surfaces, the latter

will be found quickly with the wrist of many pilot and particularly of the one of the pioneers of modern aeronautics.

In 1944, a program is launched by the US Air Force in order to reach speeds very fast, to see, cross the wall of

the sound and that on board a plane rocket, the Beautiful SX-1 (Sonic experimental - 1) released since a

large transport aircraft.

In August 1947, Chuck Yeager, from its feats of arms and its prowesses with the ordering of fighter plan, is
selected to conclude is programmed ambitious and is sent to the air base of Muroc in California, as an officer of

the X1 project.
On October 14, 1947, this officer will become the first man to cross the wall of the sound, with his wrist a Rolex.
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Following the commemoration of this event, in 1997, Chuck Yeager will carry a GMT for crossing again the wall of
the sound on board a F-15.

A limited series, very rare and sought was born following this collaboration besides.

Chuck Yeager - Some important facts:

- At the end of 1944, it succeeds in the exploit to cut down Messerchmitt 262 (first German jet fighter) on board
its hunter with propeller.

October -14, 1947, the wall of the sound east crosses.

December -12, 1953, Chuck continues its tests, it crosses day there, 2640 km/h on board a Beautiful X1-A.

This known record same fate as that of 1947 (not homologation, because released since a carrier + secret flight).
- Yeager ordered the aerospace school of pilots of research of the Air force to train pilots for the space programs.
The half of the astronauts who were useful in the programs Gemini, Mercure and Apollo were graduate school

of Yeager.

- Yeager directed the development of the space simulators and the introduction of the computers to the pilots of
the US Air Force.

- June 1973, he becomes director of the center of inspection and the safety of the Air force with Norton.

It Général Yeager flew on 201 types of military aircraft and has more than 14.000 hours of flight, with more
than 13.000 in fighter plans. It in particular flew on the SR-71, F-15, F-16, F-18 and F-20 Tigershark.

it number of medal, rewards and another distinction amount to several ten.

Chuck Yeagger and its GMT...

Among the senior pilots using the GMT, have could also count those selected by NASA for the flights on X-

15 (released supersonic aircraft of a large transport aircraft).
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Pete Knight.

One of pilots on X-15 (that Neil Armstrong has also to control CQFD), Pete Knight, wrote the following thing at
Rolex after the mythical flight 2-53-97 (Absolute records speed for plane a manually-controlled, 15th and last flight
of the X-15A-2):

"I finally stole on October 3, 1967 at a speed of 7.269 km/h or Mach 6.72 and all the systems functioned
correctly except certain damage, by the heat, located on the belly of the apparatus. | carried my GMT during

this flight and during several months before and it took only a few seconds per day”.

The truth is that the apparatus had been very seriously damaged, the ventral fuselage having shown temperatures
of more than 1600 degrees. The plane could have disintegrated...
The others pilot of X-15 also wrote at Rolex about their watches but the history of the flight mentioned previously

is perhaps most interesting.

Although the watch having been made at request of the PAN-AM, much of other professionals of the airs raised it,
in particular the military pilots, because capable of posted the hour to the military format (24h) and civil (12h).
Some GMT were produced besides specifically about 1960 for the British army, it is recognizable with “T”

just surrounded in lower part of the axis of the needles. A very rare version today. The army ltalian, Peruvian
and with the United Arab Emirates would have been also equipped with 1675 with entirely blue glasses, that

remains to be checked concerning Italy.

NASA:

To conclude on this subject (sky...), all impassioned know that the astronauts of NASA were equipped with the
Omega Speedmaster, however much of astronauts had their own Rolex GMT, which had become the watch of
the pilots and other aviators, and they continued to constantly carry them including during the space flights.
Jack Swigert would have used its GMT on the mission Apollo 13 in order to time the firing of the rockets for the

return to earth. Version highly discussed besides vis-a-vis the use of Speedmaster, always is it that the
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There exists, on this subject, in a book, an extract of a letter of Swigert Jack addressed to Rene-Paul Jeanneret:

“with my old friend Rene Jeanneret who allowed me to be always per hour. With my sincere thanks, Swigert Jack”.

Swigert jack and its GMT.
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Swigert jack and its GMT gold on Jubilee.

Transglobe Forwarding:
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Transglobe is a forwarding carried out of 1979 to 1982.

This forwarding was made up of approximately 34 people. But the hard core, the TEAM LAND was composed of
3 people (see below) the remainder being technicians, radio operator assistants, logisticians, pilot etc often
already positioned at the stopovers.

Presentation of the “TEAM LAND":
1. Ranulph Fiennes, leader of Transglobe.
2. Charlie Burton, mechanic and cook.

3. Oliver Shepard, mechanic, Doctor, Meteorologist.

Ranulph Fiennes.
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Charlie Burton.

http://babelfish.yahoo.com/translate_url?doit=done&tt=url&intl=1&fr=...ntres.forumactif.com%?2F...evue-t7810.htm&Ip=fr_en&btnTrUrl=Translate (17 of 53) [7/15/2008 10:00:07 PM]




Translation result for http://forumamontres.forumactif.com/...evue-t7810.htm

Oliver Shepard.

This forwarding, was the first of the kind, to cross the sphere from in by, on its axis, that is to say North in the
South via Europe and the Sahara...

The forwarding which lasted 3 years started in Greenwich then moved towards Paris and Barcelona.

From there, forwarding moved towards Algiers, to start to cross it from the Sahara for finished to Abidjan.

The South of the African continent was then reached for finally touching the ground of south pole.

Point more in the South of the sphere, forwarding with joined the Zealand News, then has to forward in Sydney,
in Australia.

From Australia, Los Angeles was joined, then forwarding reached Alaska for then pricking towards the north pole
for finally, to join Greenwich.

This great ballade, is obviously not only one human performance, it was also used as scientific exhibition,

or meteorology, glaciology etc were studied, about thirty topic in all.

The layout (I am on JM would be able “to be stuffed” this strolls):
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This forwarding required implementation a titanic, as well at the technical level, logistics as financier. Organizers,
one solicited approximately 300 sponsors, some really useful as a supplier of material, other, only to join
together the funds, like Rolls Royce Beverly Hills.

Among the list of the sponsors, one can see Rolex also there, indeed, Genevoise manufacture answered present
at this human adventure by designing a particular watch, designed to resist the external agents which were going

to be met through this epopee.

The watch provides by Rolex was one “To explore/GMT Master”!
The model was a base 1655 with inside, a gauge 1570. The dial and the needle is those equipping the 1675

http://babelfish.yahoo.com/translate_url?doit=done&tt=url&intl=1&fr=...ntres.forumactif.com%2F...evue-t7810.htm&Ip=fr_en&btnTrUrl=Translate (19 of 53) [7/15/2008 10:00:07 PM]




Translation result for http://forumamontres.forumactif.com/...evue-t7810.htm

GMT Master, it is at the request of Oliver Shepard that Rolex proceeded to this transformation.
Three specimens were manufactured in 1979 and employed by the members of the “TEAM LAND” on Transglobe,

the specimen below, was that carried by Oliver Shepard during forwarding, as the bottom indicates it.
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IN BULK:
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Rare and very beautiful 6542 “Red”.

Still rarer. One 6542 “Red” With the sealing with 50m of mentioned.
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Gauge of the 6542.

Close-up on the pointed shoulders of the 1675.
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One 16760 “plexi”.
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1675 pointed shoulders.
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6542 insert of glasses steel.

1675 shoulders square.
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1675 in equipment for the Emirates.

There is not only of the “Sub” in James Bond...
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Evolution of the profiles, but also thickness...
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Rare 6542 gold, with its glasses out of bakelite and its riveted out of gold.
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A rough case, before machining, of one 1675.
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One 1675 boned.
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Handbook of the 6542.
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Supplies of the 1036 équipuant the 6542.
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Pub Tourneau for the 6542.
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An old woman advertizing Rolex, 6542 setting ahead.

PUB (I very did not put them...) :
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4 T

By hoping that rained you. If there are shells, elements to come to pack or on the contrary to counter

certain writings, you do not deprive.

One prefers speech of the time which makes rather than time which passes.

Last edition by Lun Oct 2 - 12:33, published 1 time
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baba78 [ Subject: Re: Rolex GMT Master - History, genesis....Review. (ZMar June 27 - 23:58
Organizer

To return to the 6542 “PanAM”.

Based on one 6542 thus, it is different by a white dial.

He thinks that models itself was a special ordering of the chairman of the company, which wished a

Registered voter it: Mar 26, model differentiating the executives on the ground from the sailing personnel, the pilots more exactly.
2006

Messages: 957 He also says himself, that the Boss had some to see enough carrying his “bureaucrats” the watches, initially
Localization: There or Louis

SOV er] B i planned for the pilots.

This model is certainly one of most enigmatic (there is full with other, there still, if that interests you, | could
make you a complete review of the GMT, with very special series...), a true legend, since it was difficult until
really proving its existence today.
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Model with black glasses, my sceptisism is with its SIGNAL, the black glasses having appeared that as from 1970.
On the other hand, the insert of glasses steel, on one 6542, is not a silly thing, it was present on the 4th evolution

of the 6542. Moreover, the large triangle of needle GMT did not exist on the 6542.

O

Extracted the book “Vintage Rolex Models Sports”.
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The model with the engraved bottom tries to contradict him even by anachrononism of the logo of the
company, which evolved/moved, and which does not correspond between the period of the equipment, and the
logo, more modern.

Photographs, of "PanAm” handled, and proven “true”.
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Scan of a Japanese book, or a pilot of PanAm with his “"GMT".

One prefers speech of the time which makes rather than time which passes.

4k
Rolex GMT Master - History, genesis....Review. LR
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