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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a piece comprised in part or in full
of a pigmented ceramic in which the pigment is comprised
of nanoparticles based on a metal from column IB of the
periodic table of the elements or of an alkaline metal, or an
alloy of both, coated with a layer of silica, the silica being
crystalline silica, particularly cristobalite or tridymite. The
ceramic is preferably zirconia or alumina. The nanoparticle
silica is crystallized, for example, by a thermal treatment in
air or under inert gas at temperatures of between 900° C. and
1400° C. The piece is made by sintering a nanoparticle/
ceramic mixture in air or under inert gas at temperatures of
between 900° C. and 1250° C.
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